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Lo The Higli & Mighty I 8 


States of Holland, 


The Earl of S TRAF FORD 


E C HH 


3 
} LE O tA , 


Is Her Majeſty of Great Britaixs Nawe, and 
concerning the French King, on the Peace, 


E $96 Deputies cf their High Mightineſſes 
being with the E. ofStrafford at his own 
Houſe, his Excellency firſt of all aſſur'd the 
ſaid Deputies, in very obliging Terms, that 
he never was more pleay'd with being here, 
and with meeting the ſaid Deputies than 
on this Occaſion, as wiſhing nothing more 
than to ſee the antient 2 and good 
Correipondence between her Majeſty and 


this State reviv'd, and flattering himielf, that 


as he wat charg*d with Orders and Inſtruc- 
tions from her Maj: ſty, which tended to pro- 
cure a good Peace for all Europe, and the 
firm Security and Augmentation of this 
State, ſo a good, ſolid and laſting Friend- 


_ ſhip and Corre(pondence might thereby be 


eſtabliſhed vetween her Majeſty and herSuce 


ceſſort and this State, He added, That he 


could not forbear ſaying, he well wiſhed the 


Love of War and the private Intereſts of 


{ome Perſons had never given Occaſion for 
2 Coldneſs in that Friendſhip which might 
have proved fatal to this State, ana may 
yet prove ſo, if the laſt Offers now to be 
made on the Part of her Majeſty, for re- eſta- 
bliſhing a perfect Union with this State 
ſhould not be accepted, That Reflection on 


What had paſſed might ſerve to prevent In- 
corveniencies for the future; leeingꝑ the Re- 
Ffuſal to #greeto the Suſpenſion of Arms. 


propos'd on the Part of her Majeſty, might 
have brought Ruine on this State, and had 
actually coſt them ſo dear; and that there 
was Cauſe to fear muck greater Evil, in cafe 
their High Mightinefles ſhould now refule 
to come to a Reſolution to conclude the 
Peace jointly with her Majeſty; | 

The ſaid Earl of Strafford further repre- 
ſented, That he was commanded by lier 
Majeſty to return anArſwer to the laſt Pro- 
poſitions or Overture made by th ir High- 
Mighrineſſes touching Peate ; That the ſaid 
Propoſitions o Overture contained one Point 


which is contraty to the Engagements 


wherein her Majeſty bad before entred, as 
their High Mightine ſſes had been before in- 
formed, namely, That Sicily ſhall be given 
to the Duke of Savoy: That as to ſome o- 
ther Points, there are at preſent inſurmount- 
able Obſtacles riſen, which might have been 
got over had not ſo ſtrong Oppoſition been 
made to her Ms j-ſty's Meaſures, and had 
not herMajeſty been conſttzined to agree ſe- 
parately to a Sulperfion of Arms. 

That every one mult needs be ſenſible, that 
the Iireſclution of this State had been atten- 
ded by very urhappy Accidents ; and that 

therefore herMajeity was very deſiious the y 
would at length come to fix upon {one pro- 
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poſitions, which might be reaſonable in 
Viemſelves!, and of ſuch a Nature, that in 
the unlucky Conjunctute wherein Affairs 
now ſtand they might be obtained of France. 

That what is abovementioned being the 


Anſwer which her Majeſty had thought fic 
to make to their High Mightineſſes laſt Pro- 


poſitions or Overture, her Maj ſty had given 
him the (aid Earl of Straffard Permiſſion to 
declate further, that he well knew her Ma- 
jeſty was determined to inſiſt upon, and e- 
ven to procure from France, the Ceſon of 
Tournay, to ſtrengthen the Barcier of this 


State with 2 Place of ſo greu Importance; 


but that he the ſaid Earl knowing this to 
be her Ma jeſt y' firm Intention; knew like- 
wile, that herMaj:(ty's Condu:t in this Mat- 
ter would wholly depend upon that of this 
State ; and that after the making ſo conſide- 


rable a Step in favour of this State, it was 


expected, that thisState on their Part ſhould 

forthwith concur with her Maj:ity in 
concluding the Peace, wichout ſeeking new 
Obj-fions, and without making other De- 
mands ; and that as ſoon as this State ſhall 
declare themletves in anauthentick Manner, 
ſo that her Majzity can depend upon it, then 
her Majzity wiil cauſe a Declaration to be 
made in full Congreſs, that the Article of 
the Ceſſion of Tournay ſhall be one of the 
Conditions of Peace; and 2 Condition fine 
qua non. 

That he was likewiſe to inform their High 
Mightineſſes, that his Majeſty che King of France 
had made very ſtrong Inftances for his Ally the 
Elector of Bavaria, and that the leaft which his 
laid Majeſty pretended to ark for him was, That 
the ſaid Elector ſhall continue in Peſſ:ſſion of Lux: 
emboarg,Namur, and Charleroy, Sudject howe- 
ver to the Terms of t 1e Barrier tor this State, till 
the ſaid EleQor be reſtored to his Electorate of 
Bavaria, excluſive of the Upper Palatinate, and 


be placed in the Rank and Dignity of Ninth E- 
lector. 


That beſides, the King of France will prop5ſe 
that the Kingdom of Sardina be given to the ſaid 
EleRor, for effacing by the Title of King, the 
Diſgeace and Mortification of being degraded 
from his Rank and Elector. That her Majeſty 
Iudged chat this Pgint may be granted, that ſo 


the boffeſſioñ of Touraay may be ſecut ed to this 
State and a Peace made, which will be ſafe and 
laſting, | LES , R 
That he was alſo to repreſenting thetr High 
MightineMes, in her Majefly's Name, that Her Mu» 
jefty was got only deficous to re-eftabliſh, but 
likewiſe to maintain an intire Union between her 
Majeſty and this State, #adthat her Majeſty ho. 
ped aud aſſutedly believ'd, that their High Migh- 
tineſſes were of the ſame Sentiments with her in 
this Mattec; that it was therefore nece lar y, with- 
out any Joſs of Time, to remove all that this 
State may ſeem to have 


Her Majefty's and her Kingdoms latereft:. 


That he had Orders to haſorm their High Migh · 


tine ſſes on this Oceaſion, That he had brought 
with him a PHa of a new Treaty of Succeffion 


and Barrier, and muſt in(ift, that this Treaty 


might be ſigned before the Concluſion of the Peace. 

That upon a Diſcuſſion of the ſeveral Articles of 
the now exiſting Barriers Treaty, he would make 
appezr to the Minifters of this State, that therein 


many Things are inferted, which in England zre 


look'd upon as diſadyantzgioas to her Majeſty's 
Sudjects, and which certainly carrnot be reconci⸗ 
led either to the Letter or to the deſiga of the 
Grand Alliance, nor are conformable to any 
Principles upon which the preſent Confederacy 
was made and the preſeat War begun. That he 
would further ſhew, that the Alterations, Ad- 
ditions, andOmnifh >a now propoſed, are go other 
thea ſuch as are neceſſary to tectiſie the Miſtakes, 
and to explain what Is dubious in the foreſaid 
Treaty, and co fill up fome Articles, which in the 
ſaid Treaty were left open, and were to be 
ſettled by a further agreement which further a+ 
gteement was never yet made and laftly, to take 
away ſome Ov>firutions thence ariſing to the 
Commerce of Great Britain, and to remedy yet 
greater Evils. which there was but too much Rea- 
lon to apprehend. That beſides the particular 
Guaranty of the Succeſſion and Barrier be ing thus 
explzin'd, and made better, will not only be an 
additional Security for both Nations, and be cor- 


dially executed at what Time foever the Occaſion 


ſhall happen, but wiel more than ever unite the 


twe Nations in Friendſhip and Atfe& on, Where- 
as, on the other Hand, this State cannot but ex. 
pet a f»w Execution of a Treaty, which acc 
ding to the Seatiments of the Britiſh: Nation, has 
een declar'd diſhonourable and diſadyantagious . 
to it 1 Thar to pretend to hold the (aid Nation 


under an Engagement of ſuch a Nature 2s this, 


gain'd, either to the im- 
mediate Prejudice, or to the future Danger of 
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can have no other effect chan o nourith Jea- 
louſy andMiſunderſtanding, which one time 
or other, may bre⸗k out in an ope Ruptute. 

That zmong the Terms of the new Plan, 
the 4th Article of the Treaty of Barcier im- 
ported, That her Maj.{ty couſented to this 
State's putting Garrilors, providing, chang- 
ing, augmen ing or diminiſhing them, as 
they ſhould think fir, into the following pla- 
ces, namely, Furnes, Fort Knocque, Ipres, 
Menin, the Town and Caitle of Tourna y, 


Mons, Charleroy, the Town and Caſtle of 


Namur, the Caſtle of Ghent, the Forts Pearl, 
Philip, and Dimm; that Fort St. Dhona be- 
ing joined to the Fortihc tions of Sluys ſhall 
be yielded in Propriety to this State; and 
that the Fort of Radenhuyſen on this Side 
of Ghent ſhall be razed. 

That in the 9 h Article 'tis Stipulated, 
that all the Revenucs of the Places to bez 
yielded up by France, which did not belong 
to the Crown of Spain at the Time of the 
Death of King Charles II. ſhall be given to 
this State, towards maintaining the Barter, 
except only ſo much as 13 nęceſſary for the 
civil Government of the (aid Towns, Places 
and Caſtellanies, as al'o a Million of Guil- 
ders yearly out of thecleareit Revenues of 
the reſt of the Spaniſh Netherlands! 

That whattelates to Bon, Huy, and Liege, 
ſhallbe ſettled with the Miniſters of the Em- 
peror and Empire; but that her Majeſty's 
Sentiment was, That the firit of thoſe Places 
ſhould be garriloned by the Imperialiſts, 
and the other two by this State. 

That Laſtly, Notwithſtandingall the Pro» 


 vecations and all the D-lays on the Part of 


this State, the Queen had hicherto kept the 
Neg ociation open, that her Majeſty thought 
ſhe had now retarded it long enough, and 


| pottibly too long in good Policy, That 


therefore the Oters which Her Maj:ity now 
made by him the Earl of Strafford in Qua- 
lity cf her Ambaſſador and Plenipotentiary 
were her ultimate Reſolutions ; and that 


this was the laſt Time ſhe would addreſs 


her ſelf to their High Mizhtincſles, in caſe 
they ſhould form new Delays, and not an- 


Iterelts. 


ſwer her Maj-ſty's good Intentions fer this 


Tant in the mean while her Maj:fly had 
ordeted him, the Earl ot Srraftord, in Teſti- 
mony of the entire Conſidence which ſhe 
a in theis High Mightineſfes, to rep;clent 
That her Majeſt y had judged her lelt obli- 
ged. not only in good Policy, but I: kewile. 
in Conſideration of the great Services which 

theDuke of Savoy has done for the common 
Cauſe, and of the Danger to which he was 
expoled by his fim Adherence thereto, t 
take Care not only for his S:curi:y, but 


"likewite for his Grandeur, by orocuring tor 


him Sicily,and the Tracts of Country 0: this 
Side the Alps, which ate neceſſary to ſecure 
Exilles and Feneſtrelles, and to cover Pis- 
mont. That his Sucse ſſion after that of K. 
Philip is acknowledged, by the Renunciati- 
on; That her Maj:ity deficed the Concur— 
rence of this State in all that has been pro- 
miſed to his Royal Highneſs z and that her 
Majeſty defired likewiſe, That this State 
ſhould joyn with her to oblige che Empe- 
ror toa Neutrality for Italy, and to withdraw 
his Troops from Catalonia: And that her 
Majeity was reſolved to make that Neutra- 
lity, 2 Condition of tranſporting the taid- 
Troops, which her Mzjeſty would do at her 
own Expence; leeing without that Neutra- 
lity the Emperor might diſturb all Italy, and. 
particularly the Duke of Savoy, on Aecount 
of his Treaty of the Ycar 1703; one of the 
Imperial Miniſters havingalready threatened 
2 Min.iter of the Duke of Savoy therewith, 
which would certainly engage the Queen 
and this State in the Troubles and Wats of 
Italy. Then the ſaid Earl of Straffo-d com- 
municated to them, the ſaid Denutics, an 
An{wer, on the Part of her M:j:ty, to the 
laſt Memorial cf the Emperor's Miniſter in 
England, by which her Majeſty's Sentiments 
in this Matter were cr firm'd, - 
The E. of Straffordtarther repreſented That 
ker Majeſty being inform'd of the preſent Diſ- 
orders in the Spaniſh Natherlands, bad [ext o- 


wer ihe E. of Orrery hither, to redreſs them, 


to concert therenpon, with the Neputies of this 
State, and tore/ſume the Admivi(tr ation in com- 
mon withtheir High Aligbtineſſes Deputies and 
to kerp the [ame lid the Emperor [Pull 8 
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re [aid Netherlands on the Conditions which 
the nen and their High Mightineſſes ſhall agree 
1120» for gie ding them up to him: Addivg bere- 
to, thar the E. of Orrery had Ordersnot to do a- 
ry Thing in this Affair, but accordixg ar he 
ſhouid find a Diſpoſiiion here to als in Concert 


with the Queen, 

Alter this the {aid E. of Strafford repeated 
Ericfly the Fubſtance of his Diſcourſe preſſivg 
or 4 (peedy Neſciution. whether this State 14 
willing or not to ſigu the Peace jointly with her 
MHaejeſt) immediately and witheut any Delay; 
for ether wile hey Ma je ſi y would be obliged to 
Hen her Peace, without waiting for this State 
e come into it, loncerthana Fortnigbt or Three 
Weeks at fartheſt, Tuat her Majeftyaſſmirg 
verſelf this State will not delay to conclude the 
Perce nith her, will procure Tour naꝝ for thew, 
which, with man) ether Places, were not to 
be expected from France if the Queen ſhould 
ſign her Peace ſeparately. That the Plan of 
Peace was very near the lame with that con- 
rained in her Majeſty s Speech: Adding thereto, 
That her Majeſiy had judged it neceſſary, for 
the greater Security of the Rarrier, that this 
Sta'e ſhould have a Gariſon in Mons, as well 
4; in Other Places of the Barrier, 

That ker Mujeſty bad endeauonred to pre. 
vail with France to yield up Conde, bit that her 
Efforts to that Eud had prov'd ineffectual. 
That as10 the Empire, there would be no Al- 
e ration in what is contained in theſaid Speech 
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eating thereto 1 107 in any Thing with Reſpełt 
to the —— only that Sardinia ſhall be gi- 
zen torhe Elector of Bavarin; and tbat the D. 
of Savoy hall have Sicily: That her Majeſty 
is very r to have the Concurrence ofthis 
State in all that relates to that Duke as well as 
to the EliGor of Bavaria, and to oblige the 
Emperoy to cenſent to the Nentrahity of [taly, 
ant to withdraw hi, Troops from Catalonia. 
That the further deſited, That the Pleni- 
poteritiaries of this State at Utaecht might 
be furniſhed with full Powers, to conclude 
forth with the new Treaty of Barrier: And 
that above all her Majeſty required their 
High Mightineſſes ſpeedy and poſitive Re- 
ſolution and An{wer, for bringing thisgreat 
Negotiation to an End, {ſettling a good and 
fi m Peace, and renewing a perpetual Friend- 
ſhip and Union between her Majeſty's 
Kingdoms and this State. | 
In Concluſion, the ſaid Earl of Strafford 
gave into the Hands of the Regiſter Fapel, 
a Copy of the Proj-& of the new Treaty of 
Socctflion and Barrier, mentioned in his 
Propofitions, ſaying, That tho' he ws com- 
manded to communicate it jointly with the 
Lord Biſhop cf Briſtol to their High Migh- 
tineſſes Plenipotentiaries at Utrecht, yet he 
was willing to deliver it here, that thereby 
Time might be {xveds and that their High 


 Mightinefies might the ſooner give Inftruc- 


tions to their Plenipotentiaties thereupon. 
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